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DEBORAI THE BACK STORY

Historicaland biblical context OFDEBORAH

After the death of Yehoshuathe manwho hadleadthe Israelitesinto
the land of CanaanYHWHraisedup judgesto leadandrule Israel The
first JudgesYHWHusedwere Othniel Ehudand ShamganJudges3).
Andthen cameDeborah

Following, S K 2 a Hedth, tha tribe of Yehudahled the tribe of

Simeonin a campaignagainstthe Canaanitesand Perizzitesdefeating
AdoniBezek at Bezek Then they marched against Kiriath-Arba
(Hebron)and defeated three more kings The descendantsof Hobab
the Kenitg father-in-law of Moshe, accompaniedYehudahinto the

wildernessof Negebbut later left to live with the Amalakites Yehudah
did not take Ashkelon,or Ekron The Canaanitescontinued to hold

Beth Shean Dor, and Ibleam Zebulunwasunableto drive them out of

Kitron or Nahalo] nor could Asherdrive out the inhabitantsof Accq

Sidon,Achzilh or Rehob The Amoritesdrove backthe Danitesinto the

highlands



Jabina king of Canaanreigned at Hazorand the
commanderof his army was Siserawho lived In
Harosethha-goliim.

The accountsof Judges4 and 5 tell the story of a
battle at Taanachnear the RiverKishon Fewallies
among the southern tribes could come to the
assistanceof Deborahand Barak Israel,which the
song of Deborah and Barak numbers at 40,000
spears,was unavailableexceptfor forcesfrom the
tribes of Ephraim,Machir Zebulon, Issachar,and
Naphtall

While Siserais saidto have had 900 iron chariots,
"the Song of Deborah" implies that heavy rain
renderedthem ineffectual



THERE WERE 12 JUDGES LISTEL
THE BOOK OF JUDGES

Minor Judges

Major Judges

Othniel Judges 3:11 ShamgarJudges 3:31
Ehud, Judges 3:130 Tolg Judges 10:2
DeborahJudgest, 5 Jair Judges 10:3
Gideon, Judges 6, 7, 8 Ibzan Judges 12:80

Jephthah Judges 11, 127 E|on Judges 12:112
Samson, Judges 13, 14, 15, 1@hdon Judges 12:135



3 These are the nations YHWHIeft to test all those
Israeliteswho had not experiencedany of the wars in
Canaan2 (he did this only to teach warfare to the
descendantf the Israeliteswho had not had previous
battle experience) 3 the five rulers of the Philistines all
the Canaanitesthe Sidoniansandthe Hiviteslivingin the
_ebanonmountains from Mount BaalHermonto Lebo
Hamath 4 They were left to test the Israelitesto see
whether they would obey, | 2 | c@mamandswhich he
nadgiventheir ancestorshroughMoshe

5 The Israelites lived among the Canaanites,Hittites,

Amorites, Perizzites Hivites and Jebusites 6 They took

their daughtersin marriageand gavetheir own daughters
to their sons,andservedtheir gods



[/ Thelsraelitesdid evil in the eyesof YHWH they forgot

their YHWH ELOHIMand served the Baals and the

Asherahs8 Theangerof YHWHburned againstisraelso
that he sold them into the handsof CusharRishathaim
king of Aram Naharaim to whom the Israelites were
subject for eight years 9 But when they cried out to

YHWH he raisedup for them a deliverer, Othniel son of

Kenaz/ I £ Sourérbrother, who savedthem. 10 The
Spirit of YHWHcameon him, so that he becameL a NJ
judge and went to war. YHWHgave CusharRishathaim
kingof Araminto the handsof Othniel who overpowered
him. 11 So the land had peace for forty years, until

Othnielsonof Kenaalied.



ISRAEL AT THAT TIME WAS A LAWL
AND LEADERLESS NATION

It saysof those times in Judges21:25, where Is written
the well known phrase,"In those daysthere wasno king
In Israel everyonedid what wasright in his own eyes"
Thattypifiesalsothe daysof Deborah eachdid what was
right in hisown eyes

It was, then, a time of radical deformation, a time of
decay The degree of degeneration characterisingthe
time Is possiblybestillustrated by the material written In
Judgesl7-21, where we read of Micah'sidolatry and the
brutal raping of the Levite's concubine It was a time
where standardsof behaviourand righteousnessn Israel
were far removedfrom the normsYHWHhad established

In HisWord.



Specifiado Deborah'sday. deformationand decayis pointed up by the
fact that there were no leaders Deborahhad to call upon Barakto
comeand lead (Judgest.6). Oncehe had beenchasedup, he wastoo
scaredto do anything (Judges4.8).13 Where was Barak'sbackbone?
Barakhad none he wasnot a leader He didn't know, at leastit didn't
comeout in his conduct,that he couldleanon YHWHor strengthand
wisdom Nor was Barakthe only spinelessman in Israel We read in
Judges:6 and 7, "In the daysof Shamgarsonof Anath, in the daysof
Jae] the highwayswere deserted,and the travellerswalkedalongthe
byways Villagelife ceasedjt ceasedn Israeld

Imaginefor a momentthat we couldn't freely walk or drive down our
main roads Imagineif we, in order to do our businesshadto sneak
out at night and move cautiouslyfrom tree to tree lest we'd be fallen
upon. We'd very quickly complainto the authoritiesin town that our
streetsaren't safe



That Is exactly what happenedin the days of Judges4. The
streets were not safe What does that saysabout leadership?
Thiscontext of fear makesevident that there were no leaders
able to lead the people againsttheir oppressors Recallin this
context none of the major judgeswere likely personsto have
been judges! That was the problem of the day. there were no
leaders

Why were there no leaders?Canwe find an answerto that
guestion? Yes,we can For YHWHhad promisedto deal with
Israel according to a pattern. In Deuteronomy 28 YHWH
promisedHisblessing®n obedience "Now it shallcometo pass,
If you diligently obey the voice of YHWHyour ELOHIM,to
observecarefully all Hiscommandmentsvhich | commandyou
today, that YHWHyour ELOHIMwill set you high above all
nationsof the earth (vs1l) ...



And YHWHwiIll makeyou the headandnot the tail; you shallbe above
only and not beneath,if you heedthe commandmentsof YHWHyour
ELOHIM,which | command you today, and are careful to observe
them" (vs 13). Suchsecurityrequiresleadership,and this is what the
LordpromisedHispeoplewhenthere wasobedience

Converselywhenthere wasno obedience "But it shallcometo pass,if

you do not obeythe voiceof YHWHyour ELOHIMto observecarefully
all Hiscommandmentsand His statutes which | commandyou today,

that all these curseswill come upon you and overtake you. Cursed
shallyoube in the city, and cursedshallyou be in the country (vs15) ...

And you shall grope at noonday,as a blind man gropesin darkness
you shallnot prosperin your ways you shall be only oppressedand

plunderedcontinuouslyandno one shallsaveyou" (vs 29).

Here is the fear of Judges5:6,7, a condition the people could do
nothing about becausethose who were to be leadershad no back
bone.



WHO WAS DEBORAH?

A Deborahlead the nation of Israel Who said women cannot lead?
Here is one of the many women YHWHHImself called and used
She was very much respected Her leadership qualities were
unquestionable Shewasalsoa prophet and marriedwomen might
also like to note that she was married (Judges4). Marriage was
neverdesignedo hinderthe ministry of womenbut rather to aidit.

A Deborah'sduties and ministry was similarto all the other judgesof
Israeland evenwent a bit more.

A Shewasthe leaderof the Nation

A Shehelpedto settle their disputes

A Shewasalsoa prophetesswvho gavethe nation directionfrom God
A Shewasrespectedby all the people



She was called by YHWH.
The land had peace for forty years due to her ministry. (Judges 4 and

If Deborah was under our dispensation she would have occupied the
office of a pastor, prophet, and teacher.

It is the calling and gifts of YHWH on a persons life that brings them
Into the ministry of YWHOVAH. Your sex has nothing to do with it. As
you dedicate yourself to HIM and seek HIS face you will be prepared
to fulfil HIS will for your life.



Deborah was unigue among the women, and men, of Bible History In
that she was prophetess, a judge and a military leader all in ere
powerful triple combination of authority and responsibility held by

only two other Israelites, Moses and Samuel.




In Hebrew,her name, ,s . - trarislatesasbee. The Deborahnumber,
adimensionlessiumberusedin rheology,is namedafter her[2]

Not much is known about Deborah's personal life. Her name In
Hebrewis pronouncedDvora SomesourcessuchasChabadorg, state
that shejudgedIsraelfrom 1107B.C until herdeathin 1067B.C[3]

TheDictionaryof World Biography The AncientWorld, claimsthat she
might havelived from 1200B.C to 1124B.C, whichwould havemade
her about 36 yearsold at the time of the battle againstSiseraand 75
at the time her death[4] The book also saysthat she was most
probably born in central Israelto the tribe of Ephraim,and was also
the author of TheSongof Deborah[4]

In the Book of Judgesit is stated that she was the wife of Lapidoth
(Hebrew - x | {Wwhose name means "torches"™). Sherendered her
judgments beneath a palm tree between Ramahin Benjamin and
Bethelin the land of Ephraim (Judgest:5) Somepeopletoday refer to
Deborahasthe mother of Israelbecauseof the "Songof Deborahand
Barak"foundin Judges.



DEBORAH IS THE ONLY FEMALE
JUDGE MENTIONED IN THE BIBLI

Deborahled a successfutounterattackagainstthe forces of
Jabinking of Canaanand his military commanderSiserathe
narrativeis recountedin chapter4.

Judgeschapter 5 givesthe same story in poetic form. This
passage pften called The Songof Deborah,may date to as
early as the 12th century BC and is perhapsthe earliest
sampleof Hebrewpoetry. It isalsosignificantbecausdt isone
of the oldest passagesthat portrays fighting women, the
accountbeing that of Jae] the wife of Heber,a Kenite tent
maker Jaelkilled Siseraby driving a tent peg through his
temple as he slept Both Deborahand Jaelare portrayed as
strong independent women The poem may have been
iIncluded in the Book of the Wars of YHWHmMmentioned in
Numbers21:14.






Deborah was one of the sixteen judges; one of
the 14 prophetesses

A Deborahwas one of the 14 prophetesses:

A 1. Rachel (Genesis 30:24); 2. Miriam (Exodus
15:20); 3. Deborah (Judges 4:4)Hildah(2
Kings 22:14; 2 Chronicles 34:22)Nbadiah
(Nehemiah 6:14); 6. Isalah's wife (Isaiah 8:3;
/. Elizabeth (Luke 1:45);

A 8. Mary, mother ofYeshugLuke 1:4655); 9.
Anna (Luke 2:388); 10. Jezebel, a false
prophetess (Revelation 2:20);

A 11-14. Phillip's four daughters (Acts 21:9).




A PROPHETESS

Sheis further describedas a prophetess In the Bible we
read of more womenwho were prophetesses

1.Miriam: In Exodus 15:20,21 we read of Miriam
prophesyingbefore YHWHand before Israel after the
people had crossedthrough the Red Sea "Then Miriam
the prophetess,the sister of Aaron,took the timbrel in
her hand and all the women went out after her with
timbrels and with dances And Miriam answeredthem:
"Singto YHWH,for He has triumphed gloriously! The
horseandits rider Hehasthrown into the seaH a

2.Huldah In 2 Kings22:14 we read,"SoHilkiahthe priest,
Ahikam Achbor Shaphanand Asaiahwent to Huldahthe
prophetess,the wife of Shallum... And they spokewith
hera



3.Isalah'swife: In Isaiah 8:3 Isaiah's wife I1s described as a
prophetess "Thenl (i.e. Isaiah)went to the prophetess,andshe
conceivedandbore a sona

4.Anna Of her we readin Luke2:36, "Now there wasone, Anna,
aprophetessthe daughterof Phanue] of the tribe of Asheii

5.Sowe have five women in the Scriptureswho are known as
prophetesses



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A PROPHETES
THE OFFICE OF A PROPHET

We need to note that the Old Testamentdoes not tell us of an official
function of the prophetin the divinely appointedworship service A prophet
IS simplysomeonewhom YHWHwas pleasedto usein order to makeknown
Hiswill to the peoplein a givensituation. Deborahwasa prophetess,but no
where do we read that shewasordainedto an office in anyway. Thisdiffers
from Elishaand Jeremiah for example YHWHcalledthose two men to the
office of prophet (Seel Kingsl9:19ff; Jeremiahl.4ff).

What we alsoneedto bearin mind is that althoughDeborahis a prophetess,
no where do we read that Deborahwent to the people with a word from
YHWH Isaiah,Jeremiah,Ezekieland all the other prophets did. Theysaid,
"ThussaysYHWH..." and then spoketheir prophecy We do not read that
concerningDeborahat all. Shedid not go to the people with a word from
YHWhbut the peoplecameto her.

"And the children of Israelcameup to her for judgment" (Judgest:5b). She
satunderthe palmtree. Exactlythe samething happenswith Huldah shedid
not go to anyonewith a prophecybut instead, we read that "Hilkiah the
priest, Ahikam Achbor Shaphanand Asaiahwent to Huldahthe prophetess”
(2Kings22:14).



TO OUR WAY OF THINKING YHWH CHOOS
UNLIKELY CANDIDATES TO BE LEADERS

Deborahwas an unlikely choicefor a judgeX X? It turns out that the six
major judges(i.e. Othniel Ehud,Deborah,Gideon,Jephthahand Samson)
areall unlikelyandunexpectedchoicedor ajudge

Othniel "... the sonof Kenaz Caleb'syoungerbrother" (Judges3:9). Bible
history teaches us that the younger brother had the less privileged
positionandhadthe leastchanceof makinga stampon society

Ehud "... the son of Gera,the Benjamite a left-handed man" (Judges
3:15). Ehud,in the acceptedway of things, had a disadvantagen that he
was left-handed (which in the course of events YHWHturned to an
advantage.

Deborah FromJudgest:4 we learnthat sheis a woman That makesher
anunlikelychoicefor ajudge



A

A

Gideon When YHWHtold Gideonthat he had to go and savethe
people, Gideonreplied, "O my Lord, how can| savelsrael?Indeed
my clan is the weakestin Manasseh,and | am the least in my
fagher's house" (Judges6:15). Gideon an unlikely choice for a
judge

Jephthah Althoughdescribedin Judgesl1:1 as"a mighty man of
valour", he was also "the son of a prostitute." That made him an
unlikelycandidate Evenhisbrothersrejectedhim, Judgesl 1.2.

SamsonFromJudgesl 3.7 we learn that he was a Nazirite which
meantthat he hadto be different from the other youngmen of his
day (cf Num 6:1-21). Samsonwas a social 'odd-ball. he wasn't
allowedto cut his hair, wasnot allowedto touch anythingdead,and
hadto abstainfrom all alcohol

Altogether, the picture arisesthat the major judgeswere rather
unlikely choicesfor beingjudges,andthis wastrue of Deborahtoo.
YHWHchosewhat is weak, what is base,what is despisedin the
eye ?fl; the world to shamethe mighty and the boastful (seel Cor
1:26ff).



4 Again the Israelitesdid evil in the eyes of
YHWH,now that Ehudwas dead 2 So YHWH
sold them into the hands of Jabin king of
Canaan, who reigned in Hazor Sisera, the
commanderof hisarmy,wasbasedin Harosheth
Haggoyim 3 Becausehe had nine hundred
chariots fitted with iron and had cruelly
oppressedthe Israelitesfor twenty years,they
criedto YHWHor help



4 Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of
_appidoth wasleadinglsraelat that time. 5 She
neld court under the Palm Tree of Deborah
netweenRamahand Bethelin the hill country of
Ephraim,and the Israeliteswent up to her to
havetheir disputesdecided

6 She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from
Kedeshin Naphtaliand saidto him,a | | 2theX
G-d of Israel,commandsyou: W D t&Ke with you
ten thousandmen of Naphtaliand Zebulunand
leadthem up to Mount Tabor



DEBORAI JUDGE OF ISRAEL




7 1 will lead Sisera,
the commanderof

WI 0 anyhy) aith

hischariotsandhis
troops to the

Kishon River and
give him into your
hands Q €

8 Baraksaidto her,
a lyokigowith me,
| will go; but if you
R 2 yg@with me, |
g 2 Yoadl



A Judgest:9a / S NI Wilkgy With & 2 dziidDeborah
& . t’causeof the courseyou are taking, the honour
will not be yours,for YHWHwill deliver Siseranto the
handsof a womané So Deborahwent with Barakto
Kedesh 10 There Barak summoned Zebulun and
Naphtali, and ten thousand men went up under his
command Deborahalsowent up with him.

A 11 Now Heberthe Kenite had left the other Kenites
the descendantsof Hobah a 2 & $éter-in-law, [b]

and pitched his tent by the great tree in Zaanannim
nearKedesh

A 12 When they told Siserathat Barakson of Abinoam
had gone up to Mount Tabor, 13 Siserasummoned
from HaroshethHaggoyimto the KishonRiverall his
menandhisnine hundredchariotsfitted with iron.



Thelevel of her spiritual authority
IS particularly demonstratedafter

she summons a warrior leader
named Barak She tells him to

fight their enemy Siserabecause
the Lordrevealedto her,

a il give him into your handQ
Listento how Barakresponds a Q
youwill gowith me, then I will go;
but if you will not go with me, |
will not go.Q €verse8) He wasnot
willing to go into battle without
her. Lestyou think that Barakwas
some sort of spiritual wimp, note
that he Is listed in the great
Hebrewsl1 FaithHallof Fame So 22
he evidentlyknewthat |, S K 2 g P,
had anointed her for the role of ¥~ §7
military leadership and spiritual
authority.
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all his chariots and army by the sword, and Sisera got down from his chariot a

fled on foot.




Barakpursued the chariots and army as fartéaroshethHaggoyimand alf A & S|
troops fell by the sword; not a man was left. 17 Sisera, meanwhile, fled on foot
the tent of Jae] the wife of Heber th&enite because there was an alliance

betweenJabinking ofHazorand the family of Heber thKenite

BATTLE OF CHA RIOTS



Mount T abor of [ Jeboralis victory




YHWH CHOOSES A SECOND WOM
TO SECURE HIS VICTORY

18 Jaelwent out to meet Siseraandsaidto him, & / 2 Ynglard, come
rightin. 5 2 yb@afraidé Sohe entered hertent andshecoveredhim
with a blanket

19 L OKA NBsail i g f Qiveim® somewateré Sheopeneda
skinof milk, gavehim a drink, and coveredhim up.

204 { U Inth&doorwayof the i S yhi tBld her. & Isdmeonecomes
by andasksyou, ¥ aronein (i K S N@yW 2§

21 But Jae) I S 6 SalifdQ picked up a tent peg and a hammer and
went quietly to him while he lay fast asleep,exhausted Shedrove the
pegthroughhistempleinto the ground,andhe died.



JAEL KILLING SISERIA
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A 22 Justthen Barakcame by in pursuit of Sisera,
and Jaelwent out to meethim. a / 2 YsBesaid,
a ill showyou the man e 2 dzZQadkiBsg fore So
he went in with her, andthere lay Siserawith the
tent pegthroughhistempletr dead

A 23 On that day YHWH subdued Jabin king of
Canaarbefore the Israelites 24 Andthe hand of
the Israelitespressedharder and harder against
Jabinkingof Canaaruntil they destroyedhim.



YHWH DOES APPOINT WOMEN FOR LEADER
ROLES AND TO TEACH AND INSTRUCT ME

A Deborahruled while Israelwasunder, | 2 | j@gment An
army commanderamed Siseraunder a king name Jabinhad
G 2 LILINJtha &dasof Israel severely for twenty yearse
(Judgest:3) | S NEO® sheruled. & { Kisedto sit underthe
palm tree of Deborahbetween Ramahand Bethelin the hill
country of Ephraim andthe sonsof Israelcameup to her for

judgmente (Judgesgt.5)

A | alwaysthink it is interestingto see how thosewho R2 y Q
believewomencanhold positionsof governmentaleadership
within the church get around this passageof scripture
Deborahdid it. YHWHclearlyappointedher and Israelclearly
acceptedner authority. Thesonsof Israellined up (underher
own tree no less)to have their case judged by her; her
spiritualweightwasevidentlyheavy



WOMEN OF YHWH
KNOW YOUR WORTH

A Deborah a prophetess,was leadingpersonality set a great examplefor
the men and women of her Countryand a unique outstandinginfluence
youngwomer ready for war; havinggreat influencein these Endtimes!
Womenwho, in spite of outward hindrancesstandingwith greatfaith, will
not compromise bringing a messageof comfort & hope to those who
listen to them! Women, for many were rejected by religious rules and
principal thinking, will be in the front-line of battle; never stopping
challenging, | 2 | cigsenpeopleto be bold; to turn from wrong life-
stylesand to intercede! Knowingvery well these strong army of women
will be led and directed by HIM only, and YHWH'speople are in a great
need of HIShelpin their battles!

A Theywill teachwith determination peoplethat only, | K g Pré&sOeis
the best advantageover any enemy! Warriors but certainly intercessors,
who will be a leadingpersonalities setting a great examplefor the men
andwomenin YHWH'sarmy! Therewasno singinguntil after the victory!
Therehadbeenweepingbeforethat, but now it wasrejoicing(Judge:4)



To o Po oo o o o o o To To o o Do Do

Honouredby the public (Proverbs 31:31)
Fearless provident (Proverbs 31:21)
Godfearingr humble (Proverbs 31:30)
Dutifult considerate (Proverbs 31:15)
Versatila judicious (Proverbs 31:16)
Clever at decorating (Proverbs 31:22)
Excels in virtue (Proverbs 31:28)
Invaluable (Proverbs 31:10)

Thriftyt laborious (Proverbs 31:14)
Watchfult cautious (Proverbs 31:18)
Confident hopeful (Proverbs 31:25)
Honouredby her family

(Proverbs 31:2-28)

Deserving successful (Proverbs 31:31) 4 |

Wisear discreet (Proverbs 31:26)
Kindr understanding (Proverbs 31:26)




DEBORAH EMBODIES A

2 h

al bQ{ alLblL/{d

Deborah shows forth the ministry of woman Deborah

wasthe first exam
by the RuachHa
guestion the pub

nleof a woman calledto publicservice
Kodesh It is too late in the day to

Ic ministry of woman The facts of

YHWH's providence,and the fruits of HIS Spirit, are

stronger that all

our theological fancies! The Ruach

HaKodeshhasdistinctly recognizedwoman'splacein the
Church,not only to love, to suffer,and to intercede, but
to prophecy,to teach, and to minister in every proper
way to the bodiesand the soulsof men. Thewomanis
calledwithout restrictionto teach,to witness,to work in
everydepartmentof believersin YahshuaddaMaschiach



Shewasthe first public woman of the ageswise enoughto call
Barak to stand in the front, while she stood behind him,
modestlydirecting his work and provingin the end to be a true
leader It is no disparagemenbf woman's ministry to placeher
there! Thiswas Deborahhigh honour, and no one was more
readythan Barakhimselfto acknowledgéher pre-eminence

May YHWHmore mightily direct and use the high and holy
ministry of woman in these EndTimes,for the preparation of
our sooncomingMessiyath As YHWHhasdone in the past, He
will yet pour out alsoHis Spiriton women (Joel2:28; Acts2:16-
21).






Asfar backas2000yearsbefore YahshuaHazorwasa major city in the

Galileeregion Extrabiblical referencesto the city are found in the

EgyptianExecrationTextsand in Akkadianwritings from Mari (both

Middle Bronze age), plus later Egyptiantexts from the time of

Thutmoselll (lived 15041450 B.C) and the AmarnalLetters (written

between 14001335 B.C) Locatednorth of Galileeand south of (the

now drained*) Hula(Huleh) lake, it is quite possiblethat this city acted
asa regionalcapitalduring Canaaniteaimes. Hazorwasalsonear, and
couldcontrol, amajortrade route from Damascushat passedsouth of

HulalLaketo Megidda (HulaLakeis 14 miles,22 km, north of Galilee)

Duringthe conquestsof JoshuaHazorwasthe sourceof an organized,
yet futile, resistance It was perhaps due to this prominence and
organizationalrole that hasthe city being treated more harshlythat

othersin the region,with its completedestructionby fire.
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Israel could not maintain its control ovelazorduring the time of the
JudgesHazorwas rebuilt by the Canaanites which set the stage for
cruel oppression at the hands of the Canaanite Kizgin




Oneof the most recently discovered finds ldazorwas the discovery of a
palace with a throne room. In the 1996 excavation season archaeologists
discovered four clay cuneiform tablets. These tablets, inscribed in the

Akkadian language, include a list of goods sent firtamorto Mari (an
Important trade city in Mesopotamia). Scholars have dated these tablets to
the Middle Bronze Age.

!




Jeremiahprophesiedthe destruction and final desolation of Hazor
Themassiveruins of today testify to the fulfillment of this prophecy

Jeremiah 49:28-33 ConcerningKedar and the kingdoms of Hazor
which Nebuchadnezzaking of Babylonattacked Thisis what YHWH
says "Arise, and attack Kedaranddestroy the people of the East 29

Theirtents and their flockswill be taken; their shelterswill be carried
off with all their goodsand camels Men will shoutto them, "Terroron

everyside!' 30 "Flee quicklyaway! Stayin deep caves,you who live in

Hazoy" declaresYHWH "Nebuchadnezzaking of Babylonhasplotted

againstyou; he hasdeviseda plan againstyou. 31 "Arise and attack a

nation at ease,which livesin confidence,"declaresYHWH,"a nation

that hasneither gatesnor bars its peoplelive alone 32 Theircamels
will becomeplunder, and their large herdswill be booty. | will scatter
to the windsthosewho are in distant placesand will bring disasteron

them from everyside,"declaresYHWH 33 "Hazormwill becomea haunt
of jackals,a desolateplaceforever No one will live there; no manwill

dwellinit." (NIV)



HAZOR TODAY IS A PLACE OF

DESOLATION AS PROPHISIED




5 S 0 2 Nibanfie@&ignificantall by itself. Deborahmeans
G 0 $ 8 K| anQismportant piece of information when
studyingany Biblepersonality A nameusuallyindicatedthe
LJS NA& éhafdeteror their prophetic destiny If we think
about Deborah based on her name she is quite an
appealingole model

Beesare busyfocusingon their appointedtask ¢ K I wih{ &
we might get stung if we R 2 ysfeer clear of them while

0 K S édnlydhat they do best Yespeesare no nonsense
creatures but ahXthe results! All their industry _Is
delightfully fruitful, producing one of y I U dzbBsh &
wonderful commodities honey | for one g 2 dzf RiyidQ (i
one bit beinglike a bee (or a Deborah)if | had sucha sweet
nutritious harvestto showfor it.



Deborah had a great fruitful
harvest She R A R yegléct or
compromiseher call from God,
asunusualasit wasin her time.
Deborah was a woman of
Influence and her spiritual
mantle created an atmosphere
of courage for both men and
women YHWH favoured her
and that is seenmost clearlyin
the . A 0 {a8 lihé about her
ministry. Rememberthat when
she Judgedlisrael it had been
under severe oppression for
twenty years The end result
wasa double portion of victory.
G ! yiHe land was undisturbed
for forty yearse (Judge$:31)



THE HONEY BEE

Secondly,even in Bible times, the bee was
culturally defined as a producer of honey
Honey was the only available sweetener in
those days, and honey was recognizedas a
great source of strength (1 Samuel 14:27).
Where milk is comparedto the initial nutrition
of a new believer (1 Peter 2:2), honey serves
the die-hards HenceCanaanwasknownasthe
land flowing with milk and honey (Exodus3:8),
and the judgments of YHWH,as well as His
words, were deemed sweeter than honey
(Psalml9:10, Psalm119103).

King Davidreckonedunity in the Houseof the
Lordsweet(Psalmb5:14); Ezekietastesa scroll
that was givento him by The Word Of YHWH,
and it tastes sweet as honey (3:3), and the
same happens to John the Revelator
(Revelationl0:10).



