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DEBORAH ς THE BACK STORY 

Historical and biblical context OF DEBORAH 
 

After the death of Yehoshua, the man who had lead the Israelites into 
the land of Canaan, YHWH raised up judges to lead and rule Israel. The 
first Judges YHWH used were Othniel, Ehud and Shamgar (Judges 3). 
And then came Deborah. 

 
Following ¸ŜƘƻǎƘǳŀΩǎ death, the tribe of Yehudah led the tribe of 
Simeon in a campaign against the Canaanites and Perizzites, defeating 
Adoni-Bezek at Bezek. Then they marched against Kiriath-Arba 
(Hebron) and defeated three more kings. The descendants of Hobab 
the Kenite, father-in-law of Moshe, accompanied Yehudah into the 
wilderness of Negeb but later left to live with the Amalakites. Yehudah 
did not take Ashkelon, or Ekron. The Canaanites continued to hold 
Beth Shean, Dor, and Ibleam. Zebulun was unable to drive them out of 
Kitron or Nahalol; nor could Asher drive out the inhabitants of Acco, 
Sidon, Achzib, or Rehob. The Amorites drove back the Danites into the 
highlands. 

 



Jabin a king of Canaan reigned at Hazor and the 
commander of his army was Sisera who lived in 
Haroseth-ha-goiim.  
 
The accounts of Judges 4 and 5 tell the story of a 
battle at Taanach near the River Kishon. Few allies 
among the southern tribes could come to the 
assistance of Deborah and Barak. Israel, which the 
song of Deborah and Barak numbers at 40,000 
spears, was unavailable except for forces from the 
tribes of Ephraim, Machir, Zebulon, Issachar, and 
Naphtali.  
 
While Sisera is said to have had 900 iron chariots, 
"the Song of Deborah" implies that heavy rain 
rendered them ineffectual. 

 



THERE WERE 12 JUDGES LISTED IN  
THE BOOK OF JUDGES 

Major Judges 

Othniel, Judges 3:7-11 

Ehud, Judges 3:12-30 

Deborah Judges 4, 5 

Gideon, Judges 6, 7, 8 

Jephthah, Judges 11, 12:1-7 

Samson, Judges 13, 14, 15, 16 

 

 

Minor Judges 

Shamgar, Judges 3:31 

Tola, Judges 10:1-2 

Jair, Judges 10:3-4 

Ibzan, Judges 12:8-10 

Elon, Judges 12:11-12 

Abdon, Judges 12:13-15 

 



JUDGES 3  
3 These are the nations YHWH left to test all those 
Israelites who had not experienced any of the wars in 
Canaan 2 (he did this only to teach warfare to the 
descendants of the Israelites who had not had previous 
battle experience): 3 the five rulers of the Philistines, all 
the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites living in the 
Lebanon mountains from Mount Baal Hermon to Lebo 
Hamath. 4 They were left to test the Israelites to see 
whether they would obey ¸I²IΩǎ commands, which he 
had given their ancestors through Moshe. 

 
5 The Israelites lived among the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 6 They took 
their daughters in marriage and gave their own daughters 
to their sons, and served their gods. 



Othniel 

7 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of YHWH; they forgot 
their YHWH ELOHIM and served the Baals and the 
Asherahs. 8 The anger of YHWH burned against Israel so 
that he sold them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim 
king of Aram Naharaim, to whom the Israelites were 
subject for eight years. 9 But when they cried out to 
YHWH, he raised up for them a deliverer, Othniel son of 
Kenaz, /ŀƭŜōΩǎ younger brother, who saved them. 10 The 
Spirit of YHWH came on him, so that he became LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 
judge and went to war. YHWH gave Cushan-Rishathaim 
king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered 
him. 11 So the land had peace for forty years, until 
Othniel son of Kenaz died. 



ISRAEL AT THAT TIME WAS A LAWLESS 
AND LEADERLESS NATION 

It says of those times in Judges 21:25, where is written 
the well known phrase, "In those days there was no king 
in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes." 
That typifies also the days of Deborah: each did what was 
right in his own eyes. 
 
It was, then, a time of radical deformation, a time of 
decay. The degree of degeneration characterising the 
time is possibly best illustrated by the material written in 
Judges 17-21, where we read of Micah's idolatry and the 
brutal raping of the Levite's concubine. It was a time 
where standards of behaviour and righteousness in Israel 
were far removed from the norms YHWH had established 
in His Word.  

 



 

Specific to Deborah's day: deformation and decay is pointed up by the 
fact that there were no leaders. Deborah had to call upon Barak to 
come and lead (Judges 4:6). Once he had been chased up, he was too 
scared to do anything (Judges 4:8).13 Where was Barak's backbone? 
Barak had none; he was not a leader. He didn't know, at least it didn't 
come out in his conduct, that he could lean on YHWH for strength and 
wisdom. Nor was Barak the only spineless man in Israel. We read in 
Judges 5:6 and 7, "In the days of Shamgar, son of Anath, in the days of 
Jael, the highways were deserted, and the travellers walked along the 
byways. Village life ceased, it ceased in Israel.ά 

 

Imagine for a moment that we couldn't freely walk or drive down our 
main roads. Imagine if we, in order to do our business, had to sneak 
out at night and move cautiously from tree to tree lest we'd be fallen 
upon. We'd very quickly complain to the authorities in town that our 
streets aren't safe.  

 



That is exactly what happened in the days of Judges 4. The 
streets were not safe. What does that says about leadership? 
This context of fear makes evident that there were no leaders 
able to lead the people against their oppressors. Recall in this 
context none of the major judges were likely persons to have 
been judges! That was the problem of the day: there were no 
leaders. 

 

Why were there no leaders? Can we find an answer to that 
question? Yes, we can. For YHWH had promised to deal with 
Israel according to a pattern. In Deuteronomy 28 YHWH 
promised His blessings on obedience: "Now it shall come to pass, 
if you diligently obey the voice of YHWH your ELOHIM, to 
observe carefully all His commandments which I command you 
today, that YHWH your ELOHIM will set you high above all 
nations of the earth (vs 1) ...  

 



And YHWH will make you the head and not the tail; you shall be above 
only and not beneath, if you heed the commandments of YHWH your 
ELOHIM, which I command you today, and are careful to observe 
them" (vs 13). Such security requires leadership, and this is what the 
Lord promised His people when there was obedience.  

 

Conversely, when there was no obedience: "But it shall come to pass, if 
you do not obey the voice of YHWH your ELOHIM, to observe carefully 
all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, 
that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you: Cursed 
shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country (vs 15) ... 
And you shall grope at noonday, as a blind man gropes in darkness; 
you shall not prosper in your ways; you shall be only oppressed and 
plundered continuously, and no one shall save you" (vs 29).  

 

Here is the fear of Judges 5:6,7, a condition the people could do 
nothing about because those who were to be leaders had no back-
bone. 



WHO WAS DEBORAH? 

Å Deborah lead the nation of Israel. Who said women cannot lead? 
Here is one of the many women YHWH Himself called and used. 
She was very much respected. Her leadership qualities were 
unquestionable. She was also a prophet and married women might 
also like to note that she was married (Judges 4). Marriage was 
never designed to hinder the ministry of women but rather to aid it. 
 

Å Deborah's duties and ministry was similar to all the other judges of 
Israel and even went a bit more. 
 
 

Å She was the leader of the Nation.  
Å She helped to settle their disputes.  
Å She was also a prophetess who gave the nation direction from God  
Å She was respected by all the people.  

 



She was called by YHWH.  

 

The land had peace for forty years due to her ministry. (Judges 4 and 5)  

 

If Deborah was under our dispensation she would have occupied the 
office of a pastor, prophet, and teacher. 

 

It is the calling and gifts of YHWH on a persons life that brings them 
into the ministry of  YWHOVAH. Your sex has nothing to do with it. As 
you dedicate yourself to HIM and seek HIS  face you will be prepared 
to fulfil HIS will for your life. 

 

 



Deborah was unique among the women, and men, of Bible History in 
that she was prophetess, a judge and a military leader all in one - a 
powerful triple combination of authority and responsibility held by 

only two other Israelites, Moses and Samuel. 
 



In Hebrew, her name, ˢ˓˶ ̡˟ˋ̎,  translates as bee. The Deborah number, 
a dimensionless number used in rheology, is named after her.[2] 

 
Not much is known about Deborah's personal life. Her name in 
Hebrew is pronounced Dvora. Some sources, such as Chabad.org, state 
that she judged Israel from 1107 B.C. until her death in 1067 B.C.[3]  
 
The Dictionary of World Biography: The Ancient World, claims that she 
might have lived from 1200 B.C. to 1124 B.C., which would have made 
her about 36 years old at the time of the battle against Sisera, and 75 
at the time her death.[4] The book also says that she was most 
probably born in central Israel to the tribe of Ephraim, and was also 
the author of The Song of Deborah.[4] 

 
In the Book of Judges, it is stated that she was the wife of Lapidoth 
(Hebrew: ˸ˣˡ˧˲˪  whose name means "torches"). She rendered her 
judgments beneath a palm tree between Ramah in Benjamin and 
Bethel in the land of Ephraim. (Judges 4:5) Some people today refer to 
Deborah as the mother of Israel because of the "Song of Deborah and 
Barak" found in Judges 5. 

 



DEBORAH IS THE ONLY FEMALE 
JUDGE MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE 

Deborah led a successful counterattack against the forces of 
Jabin king of Canaan and his military commander Sisera, the 
narrative is recounted in chapter 4. 
 
Judges chapter 5 gives the same story in poetic form. This 
passage, often called The Song of Deborah, may date to as 
early as the 12th century BC and is perhaps the earliest 
sample of Hebrew poetry. It is also significant because it is one 
of the oldest passages that portrays fighting women, the 
account being that of Jael, the wife of Heber, a Kenite tent 
maker. Jael killed Sisera by driving a tent peg through his 
temple as he slept. Both Deborah and Jael are portrayed as 
strong independent women. The poem may have been 
included in the Book of the Wars of YHWH mentioned in 
Numbers 21:14. 

 





Deborah was one of the sixteen judges; one of 
the 14 prophetesses 

 
ÅDeborah was one of the 14 prophetesses:  

Å1. Rachel (Genesis 30:24); 2. Miriam (Exodus 
15:20); 3. Deborah (Judges 4:4); 4. Huldah (2 
Kings 22:14; 2 Chronicles 34:22); 5. Noadiah 
(Nehemiah 6:14); 6. Isaiah's wife (Isaiah 8:3;  
7. Elizabeth (Luke 1:41-45);  

Å8. Mary, mother of Yeshua (Luke 1:46-55); 9. 
Anna (Luke 2:36-38); 10. Jezebel, a false 
prophetess (Revelation 2:20);  

Å11-14. Phillip's four daughters (Acts 21:9). 



 
A PROPHETESS 

 
She is further described as a prophetess. In the Bible we 
read of more women who were prophetesses: 
 
1.Miriam: In Exodus 15:20,21 we read of Miriam 
prophesying before YHWH and before Israel after the 
people had crossed through the Red Sea. "Then Miriam 
the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took the timbrel in 
her hand; and all the women went out after her with 
timbrels and with dances. And Miriam answered them: 
"Sing to YHWH, for He has triumphed gloriously! The 
horse and its rider He has thrown into the seaΗά 

 
2.Huldah: In 2 Kings 22:14 we read, "So Hilkiah the priest, 
Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the 
prophetess, the wife of Shallum ... And they spoke with 
her.ά 

 



3.Isaiah's wife: In Isaiah 8:3 Isaiah's wife is described as a 
prophetess: "Then I (i.e. Isaiah) went to the prophetess, and she 
conceived and bore a son.ά 

 

4.Anna: Of her we read in Luke 2:36, "Now there was one, Anna, 
a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.ά 

 

5.So we have five women in the Scriptures who are known as 
prophetesses. 

 



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A PROPHETESS AND 
THE OFFICE OF A PROPHET 

We need to note that the Old Testament does not tell us of an official 
function of the prophet in the divinely appointed worship service. A prophet 
is simply someone whom YHWH was pleased to use in order to make known 
His will to the people in a given situation. Deborah was a prophetess, but no 
where do we read that she was ordained to an office in any way. This differs 
from Elisha and Jeremiah, for example. YHWH called those two men to the 
office of prophet. (See I Kings 19:19ff; Jeremiah 1:4ff). 

 
What we also need to bear in mind is that although Deborah is a prophetess, 
no where do we read that Deborah went to the people with a word from 
YHWH; Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and all the other prophets did. They said, 
"Thus says YHWH ..." and then spoke their prophecy. We do not read that 
concerning Deborah at all. She did not go to the people with a word from 
YHW but the people came to her.  
"And the children of Israel came up to her for judgment" (Judges 4:5b). She 
sat under the palm tree. Exactly the same thing happens with Huldah; she did 
not go to anyone with a prophecy but instead, we read that "Hilkiah the 
priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess" 
(2 Kings 22:14). 



TO OUR WAY OF THINKING YHWH CHOOSES 
UNLIKELY CANDIDATES TO BE LEADERS 

Å Deborah was an unlikely choice for a judgeΧΧ? It turns out that the six 
major judges (i.e. Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah and Samson) 
are all unlikely and unexpected choices for a judge. 
 

Å Othniel: "... the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother" (Judges 3:9). Bible 
history teaches us that the younger brother had the less privileged 
position and had the least chance of making a stamp on society. 
 

Å Ehud: "... the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man" (Judges 
3:15). Ehud, in the accepted way of things, had a disadvantage in that he 
was left-handed (which in the course of events YHWH turned to an 
advantage). 
 

Å Deborah: From Judges 4:4 we learn that she is a woman. That makes her 
an unlikely choice for a judge. 
 



ÅGideon: When YHWH told Gideon that he had to go and save the 
people, Gideon replied, "O my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed 
my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 
father's house" (Judges 6:15). Gideon: an unlikely choice for a 
judge. 
 

Å Jephthah: Although described in Judges 11:1 as "a mighty man of 
valour", he was also "the son of a prostitute." That made him an 
unlikely candidate. Even his brothers rejected him, Judges 11:2. 
 

Å Samson: From Judges 13:7 we learn that he was a Nazirite, which 
meant that he had to be different from the other young men of his 
day (cf Num 6:1-21). Samson was a social 'odd-ball': he wasn't 
allowed to cut his hair, was not allowed to touch anything dead, and 
had to abstain from all alcohol. 
 

Å Altogether, the picture arises that the major judges were rather 
unlikely choices for being judges, and this was true of Deborah too. 
YHWH chose what is weak, what is base, what is despised in the 
eye of the world to shame the mighty and the boastful (see I Cor 
1:26ff). 
 



JUDGES 4 

4 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of 
YHWH, now that Ehud was dead. 2 So YHWH 
sold them into the hands of Jabin king of 
Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. Sisera, the 
commander of his army, was based in Harosheth 
Haggoyim. 3 Because he had nine hundred 
chariots fitted with iron and had cruelly 
oppressed the Israelites for twenty years, they 
cried to YHWH for help 



4 Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of 
Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time. 5 She 
held court under the Palm Tree of Deborah 
between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of 
Ephraim, and the Israelites went up to her to 
have their disputes decided.  

 

6 She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from 
Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, ά¸I²IΣ the 
G-d of Israel, commands you: ΨDƻΣ take with you 
ten thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and 
lead them up to Mount Tabor.  

 



DEBORAH ς JUDGE OF ISRAEL 



7 I will lead Sisera, 
the commander of 
WŀōƛƴΩǎ army, with 
his chariots and his 
troops to the 
Kishon River and 
give him into your 
hands. Ωέ 
 
8 Barak said to her, 
άLŦ you go with me, 
I will go; but if you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ go with me, I 
ǿƻƴΩǘ go.έ 



ÅJudges 4:9 ά/ŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ I will go with ȅƻǳΣέ said Deborah. 
ά.ǳǘ because of the course you are taking, the honour 
will not be yours, for YHWH will deliver Sisera into the 
hands of a woman.έ So Deborah went with Barak to 
Kedesh. 10 There Barak summoned Zebulun and 
Naphtali, and ten thousand men went up under his 
command. Deborah also went up with him. 
 
Å11 Now Heber the Kenite had left the other Kenites, 

the descendants of Hobab, aƻǎŜǎΩ brother-in-law,[b] 
and pitched his tent by the great tree in Zaanannim 
near Kedesh. 
 
Å12 When they told Sisera that Barak son of Abinoam 

had gone up to Mount Tabor, 13 Sisera summoned 
from Harosheth Haggoyim to the Kishon River all his 
men and his nine hundred chariots fitted with iron. 



The level of her spiritual authority 
is particularly demonstrated after 
she summons a warrior leader 
named Barak. She tells him to 
fight their enemy Sisera because 
the Lord revealed to her, 

 
άL will give him into your hand.Ωέ 
Listen to how Barak responds: άΩLŦ 
you will go with me, then I will go; 
but if you will not go with me, I 
will not go.Ωέ (Verse 8) He was not 
willing to go into battle without 
her. Lest you think that Barak was 
some sort of spiritual wimp, note 
that he is listed in the great 
Hebrews 11 Faith Hall of Fame. So 
he evidently knew that ¸ŜƘƻǿŀƘΩǎ 
had anointed her for the role of 
military leadership and spiritual 
authority. 







 
Then 5ŜōƻǊŀƘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ .ŀǊŀƪΣ άDƻΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ¸I²I Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ {ƛǎŜǊŀ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƘŀƴŘǎΦ Iŀǎ ƴƻǘ ¸I²I ƎƻƴŜ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΚέ {ƻ .ŀǊŀƪ ǿŜƴǘ Řƻǿƴ aƻǳƴǘ ¢ŀōƻǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ƳŜƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƘƛƳΦ мр !ǘ .ŀǊŀƪΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΣ YHWH routed Sisera and 
all his chariots and army by the sword, and Sisera got down from his chariot and 

fled on foot. 
 



 
Barak pursued the chariots and army as far as Harosheth Haggoyim, and all {ƛǎŜǊŀΩǎ 
troops fell by the sword; not a man was left. 17 Sisera, meanwhile, fled on foot to 

the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, because there was an alliance 
between Jabin king of Hazor and the family of Heber the Kenite. 

 





YHWH CHOOSES A SECOND WOMAN 
TO SECURE HIS VICTORY  

18 Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him, ά/ƻƳŜΣ my lord, come 
right in. 5ƻƴΩǘ be afraid.έ So he entered her tent, and she covered him 
with a blanket. 

 
19 άLΩƳ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅΣέ he said. άtƭŜŀǎŜ give me some water.έ She opened a 
skin of milk, gave him a drink, and covered him up. 

 
20 ά{ǘŀƴŘ in the doorway of the ǘŜƴǘΣέ he told her. άLŦ someone comes 
by and asks you, ΨLǎ anyone in ǘƘŜǊŜΚΩ say Ψbƻ.Ωέ 

 
21 But Jael, IŜōŜǊΩǎ wife, picked up a tent peg and a hammer and 
went quietly to him while he lay fast asleep, exhausted. She drove the 
peg through his temple into the ground, and he died. 



JAEL KILLING SISERIA 



Å22 Just then Barak came by in pursuit of Sisera, 
and Jael went out to meet him. ά/ƻƳŜΣέ she said, 
άL will show you the man ȅƻǳΩǊŜ looking for.έ So 
he went in with her, and there lay Sisera with the 
tent peg through his templeτdead. 

 

Å23 On that day YHWH subdued Jabin king of 
Canaan before the Israelites. 24 And the hand of 
the Israelites pressed harder and harder against 
Jabin king of Canaan until they destroyed him. 



YHWH DOES APPOINT WOMEN FOR LEADERSHIP 
ROLES AND TO TEACH AND INSTRUCT MEN 

ÅDeborah ruled while Israel was under ¸I²IΩǎ judgment. An 
army commander named Sisera under a king name Jabin had 
άƻǇǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ the sons of Israel severely for twenty years.έ 
(Judges 4:3) IŜǊŜΩǎ how she ruled. ά{ƘŜ used to sit under the 
palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill 
country of Ephraim; and the sons of Israel came up to her for 
judgment.έ (Judges 4:5) 
 

Å I always think it is interesting to see how those who ŘƻƴΩǘ 
believe women can hold positions of governmental leadership 
within the church get around this passage of scripture. 
Deborah did it. YHWH clearly appointed her and Israel clearly 
accepted her authority. The sons of Israel lined up (under her 
own tree no less) to have their case judged by her; her 
spiritual weight was evidently heavy. 
 
 



WOMEN OF YHWH  
KNOW YOUR WORTH 

Å Deborah; a prophetess, was leading personality; set a great example for 
the men and women of her Country and a unique outstanding influence 
young women; ready for war; having great influence in these End-times! 
Women who, in spite of outward hindrances, standing with great faith, will 
not compromise; bringing a message of comfort & hope to those who 
listen to them! Women, for many were rejected by religious rules and 
principal thinking;  will be in the front-line of battle; never stopping 
challenging ¸I²IΩǎ chosen people to be bold; to turn from wrong life-
styles and to intercede! Knowing very well these strong army of women 
will be led and directed by HIM only, and YHWH's people are in a great 
need  of  HIS help in their battles! 
 

Å They will teach with determination people that only ¸ŀƘǿŜƘΩǎ presence is 
the best advantage over any enemy! Warriors; but certainly intercessors, 
who will be a leading personalities; setting a great example for the men 
and women in YHWH's army! There was no singing until after the victory! 
There had been weeping before that, but now it was rejoicing (Judges 2:4) 



 
Å  Honoured by the public (Proverbs 31:31) 
Å   Fearlessτprovident (Proverbs 31:21) 
Å   God-fearingτhumble (Proverbs 31:30) 
Å   Dutifulτconsiderate (Proverbs 31:15) 
Å   Versatileτjudicious  (Proverbs 31:16) 
Å   Clever at decorating (Proverbs 31:22) 
Å   Excels in virtue (Proverbs 31:28) 
Å   Invaluable (Proverbs 31:10) 
Å   Thriftyτlaborious (Proverbs 31:14) 
Å   Watchfulτcautious (Proverbs 31:18) 
Å   Confidentτhopeful (Proverbs 31:25) 
Å   Honoured by her family  
        (Proverbs 31:27-28) 
Å   Deservingτsuccessful (Proverbs 31:31) 
Å   Wiseτdiscreet (Proverbs 31:26) 
Å   Kindτunderstanding (Proverbs 31:26) 



DEBORAH EMBODIES A  
²ha!bΩ{ aLbL{¢w¸ 

Deborah shows forth the ministry of woman. Deborah 
was the first example of a woman called to public service 
by the Ruach HaKodesh. It is too late in the day to 
question the public ministry of woman. The facts of 
YHWH's  providence, and the fruits of HIS Spirit, are 
stronger that all our theological fancies! The Ruach 
HaKodesh has distinctly recognized woman's place in the 
Church, not only to love, to suffer, and to intercede, but 
to prophecy, to teach, and to minister in every proper 
way to the bodies and the souls of men. The woman is 
called without restriction to teach, to witness, to work in 
every department of believers in Yahshua Ha Maschiach.   



She was the first public woman of the ages wise enough to call 
Barak to stand in the front, while she stood behind him, 
modestly directing his work and proving in the end to be a true 
leader. It is no disparagement of woman's  ministry to place her 
there! This was Deborah high honour, and no one was more 
ready than Barak himself to acknowledge her pre-eminence.  

 

May YHWH more mightily direct and use the high and holy 
ministry of woman in these End-Times, for the preparation of 
our soon coming Messiyah!  As YHWH has done in the past, He 
will yet pour out also His Spirit on women (Joel 2:28; Acts 2:16-
21). 

 





HAZOR   

As far back as 2000 years before Yahshua, Hazor was a major city in the 
Galilee region. Extra biblical references to the city are found in the 
Egyptian Execration Texts and in Akkadian writings from Mari (both 
Middle Bronze age), plus later Egyptian texts from the time of 
Thutmose III (lived 1504-1450 B.C) and the Amarna Letters (written 
between 1400-1335 B.C). Located north of Galilee and south of (the 
now drained*) Hula (Huleh) lake, it is quite possible that this city acted 
as a regional capital during Canaanite times. Hazor was also near, and 
could control, a major trade route from Damascus that passed south of 
Hula Lake to Megiddo. (Hula Lake is 14 miles, 22 km, north of Galilee). 
During the conquests of Joshua, Hazor was the source of an organized, 
yet futile, resistance. It was perhaps due to this prominence and 
organizational role that has the city being treated more harshly that 
others in the region, with its complete destruction by fire. 





Israel could not maintain its control over Hazor during the time of the 
Judges. Hazor was rebuilt by the Canaanites which set the stage for 

cruel oppression at the hands of the Canaanite king Jabin. 



One of the most recently discovered finds at Hazor was the discovery of a 
palace with a throne room.  In the 1996 excavation season archaeologists 

discovered four clay cuneiform tablets.  These tablets, inscribed in the 
Akkadian language, include a list of goods sent from Hazor to Mari (an 

important trade city in Mesopotamia).  Scholars have dated these tablets to 
the Middle Bronze Age. 



Jeremiah prophesied the destruction and final desolation of Hazor. 
The massive ruins of today testify to the fulfillment  of this prophecy. 

 

Jeremiah 49:28-33 Concerning Kedar and the kingdoms of Hazor, 
which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon attacked: This is what YHWH 
says: "Arise, and attack Kedarand destroy the people of the East. 29 
Their tents and their flocks will be taken; their shelters will be carried 
off with all their goods and camels. Men will shout to them, 'Terror on 
every side!' 30 "Flee quickly away! Stay in deep caves, you who live in 
Hazor," declares YHWH. "Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has plotted 
against you; he has devised a plan against you. 31 "Arise and attack a 
nation at ease, which lives in confidence," declares YHWH," a nation 
that has neither gates nor bars; its people live alone. 32 Their camels 
will become plunder, and their large herds will be booty. I will scatter 
to the winds those who are in distant places and will bring disaster on 
them from every side," declares YHWH. 33 "Hazor will become a haunt 
of jackals, a desolate place forever. No one will live there; no man will 
dwell in it." (NIV) 



HAZOR TODAY IS A PLACE OF 
DESOLATION AS PROPHISIED 



 
²I!¢Ω{ Lb ! b!a9Κ 

 5ŜōƻǊŀƘΩǎ name is significant all by itself. Deborah means 
άōŜŜ.έ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ an important piece of information when 
studying any Bible personality. A name usually indicated the 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ character or their prophetic destiny. If we think 
about Deborah based on her name she is quite an 
appealing role model. 

 
Bees are busy focusing on their appointed task. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ why 
we might get stung if we ŘƻƴΩǘ steer clear of them while 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ doing what they do best. Yes, bees are no nonsense 
creatures but ahΧthe results! All their industry is 
delightfully fruitful, producing one of ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ most 
wonderful commodities: honey. I for one ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ mind 
one bit being like a bee (or a Deborah) if I had such a sweet 
nutritious harvest to show for it. 

 
 
 



Deborah had a great fruitful 
harvest. She ŘƛŘƴΩǘ neglect or 
compromise her call from God, 
as unusual as it was in her time. 
Deborah was a woman of 
influence and her spiritual 
mantle created an atmosphere 
of courage for both men and 
women. YHWH favoured her 
and that is seen most clearly in 
the .ƛōƭŜΩǎ last line about her 
ministry. Remember that when 
she Judged Israel it had been 
under severe oppression for 
twenty years. The end result 
was a double portion of victory. 
ά!ƴŘ the land was undisturbed 
for forty years.έ (Judges 5:31) 



THE HONEY BEE 
Secondly, even in Bible times, the bee was 
culturally defined as a producer of honey. 
Honey was the only available sweetener in 
those days, and honey was recognized as a 
great source of strength (1 Samuel 14:27). 
Where milk is compared to the initial nutrition 
of a new believer (1 Peter 2:2), honey serves 
the die-hards. Hence Canaan was known as the 
land flowing with milk and honey (Exodus 3:8), 
and the judgments of YHWH, as well as His 
words, were deemed sweeter than honey 
(Psalm 19:10, Psalm 119:103).  

 

King David reckoned unity in the House of the 
Lord sweet (Psalm 55:14); Ezekiel tastes a scroll 
that was given to him by The Word Of YHWH, 
and it tastes sweet as honey (3:3), and the 
same happens to John the Revelator 
(Revelation 10:10).  


